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INPARTIAL VIEW 


OF THE 


COAL-TKADE. 


YI 5 HEN any Perſon undertakes 
BE 3 to demonſtrate a publick 

| Evil, which carries the Vace 
of affecting the Reverue, 
he muſt | expel to be attack'd from all 
Quarters by the Ignorant, and find ma- 
ny Difficulties to ſtruggle with: For tis 
hard to give even the wiſeſt and 
moſt publick-ſpirited Miniſters a juſt 
Idea of many Things which they are to 
determine upon: And impoſſible that any 
can be thoroughly a:quaiated with 


every Brancli trom which ariſe the pub- 
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lick Revenues, without being more than 
Man. There are doubtleſs ſome Taxes, 
which, primd facie, ſeem an Increaſe, 
which, on a thorough Examination, will 
be found a Diminution of the publick 


Revenue. It cannot be expected I ſhould 
enter into a Detail of theſe, as I do not 


pretend to know them, but imperfeQly, 
trom common Fame: But, as I am 


thoroughly acquainted with the Coal- 


Trade, by an Experience of forty-five 
Years, having long dealt for great Sums 
in every Branch of it, therefore will ven- 
ture to aſſert, and hope to prove, to a 


Demonſtration, that the Tax upon 


Coal is one of this Number; and far- 
ther, that it is an inconceivable Detri- 
ment, not only to the collective Body of 


the People, but ſevere in the higheſt De- 


gree upon the middling and poorer Sort, 


eſpecially on the Manufacturers: And 


that the Nation in general ſuffers both in 


Strength and Reputation, by its being 
continued; conſequently, that the Re- 


moval of this Tax will not only be a 
general Good to the Subject, but bring 


a much 


E 


a much greater Sum into the Exchequer. 


When the Malady is thoroughly 
known, the proper Remedy is more eaſi- 
ly diſcovered. I need as little mention 
the great Benefit of Coal 1n its Uſe, as 
expatiate on the Advantages of Health, 
the one and the other being pertectly 
well underſtood. Wherefore I ſhall pri- 
marily ſhew the Danger we are 1n of 
loſing the Bleſſing of the former, at 
leaſt of ſeeing all the Poor depriv'd of 
or reduc'd, by the great Price, to receive, 
but little Comfort from it, if the pre- 
ſent ill-judg'd Tax is continued; to- 
gether with the fatal Conſequences ; and, 
in the ſecond Place, demonſtrate that the 
Epithet z//-judg?d is well apply'd, by 
evincing that the Government will, in 
ealing the Subject of this Burthen, re- 
ceive abundantly more than the Tax 
on Coals now produces, and yet 
not deprive thoſe of Bread who are now 
employed by Means of the ſaid Tax. 

To prove my firſt Poſition, it is neceſ- 


ſary that the Reader ſhould be made 


acquainted with the many Difficul- 
5 ties 
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ties the Owners of Colheries labour 


under, the great Expence they are 
at, and the vaſt Hazard not only of 
not having an adequate Return, but of 
ruining, themſelves and Families: And 
from thele will naturally ariſe the Dan- 
ger I have mentioned, which will be 
obvious to rhe meanett Capacity. 

The Deſtruction of our Foreſt- Wood 


by various Means, building both at 
Land and for Sea, Fire wood, and Iron 


Mines, obliged our fearching into the 
Bowels of the Earth for Fuel neceſſary 
to defend us againſt the Rigour of the 
Winter- Sealon, directed thereto by 


Nature's having caſt up to the Surface 


Veins of her hidden Treaſure. The 
firſt Miners, as what they thus took up 
was not a Quantity ſufficient to ſupply 
our Wants, opened Pits ; but then they 


_ deſcended very few Fathoms, to have 
their ExpeQations anſwered ; the firſt 


Miners conſequently met with none of 


the Obſtacles which our preſent Miners 


daily encounter, as Damps often mor- 
tal, and ever noxious, which not ſel- 
dom 


Tp. 
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dom take Fire, and deſtroy thirty or 
forty poor Souls at a Time. This Dany 
ger makes the Workmen unwilling to 
deſcend a great Depth, and 'tis Money 


only, that is, an extraordinary Price, 


ſuch 2 one as renders the Pits Of little 
Value, can prevail on them to work on 


theſe deep Veins, where alone is the 


Danger from the Want of Air, which 
cannot be convey'd to them with 
the ſame Facility as when nearer the 
Surface. This Evil, however, will, I 


hope, be prevented for the future by the 


Ventilators, which J have ſeen at Ted:ng- 


ton: The Uſe and Advantage of which 
Will be ſoon publiſh'd by the Learned, 
truly Reverend and Benevolent Dr. Hales, 


whoſe publick Spirit and humane Bene- 
volence make the Good of Mankind 
in general, and that of his Country in 


particular, the principal, I may fay the 


ſole, View of his Studies. But this is 
not the only Invention of his, which 
makes good this Character of that in- 
valuable Engliſoman. I fay, I hope this 
Evil will be prevented, becaute I can- 
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not believe any Perſon ſo blind to his 


gen Intereſt, or ſo inhuman, as to riſque 
io many Mens Lives, by not having them 


ar lus Works; eſpecially when they may 


be had at a very caly Rate: For the 


3 :4 Doctor gives his Invention 


> the World: And if he expects any 
3 rd, I ſincerely believe, as I have the 
Honour to know him, it is in the next. 
But can any, through a miſtaken Oe- 
conomy, reject the Advantage that 
naturally flows from theſe Ventilators? 

Beſides the Firi ing by Damps, there 


is the Danger of Fire by Workmen ; 
and often a large Track of Vein is loſt 


by it. Again, the Hazard 1s not ſmall 
of loſing a Vein by the Ignorance or 
Negligence of the Viewers, in not 
leaving Pillars of a ſufficient Bulk to 


ſupport the Roof; which falling in, often 


deſtroys many of the Workmen, and en- 


tirely ruins all that Part of the Colliery. 
Farther, they have to contend with great 


Bodies of Water, and Dykes: For had 


the firſt Miners been expos'd to the La- 


bour, Uncertainty, and greatExpenceof 
our 
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cur modern Miners, tis veryprobable they 


would not have had the Courage to pur- 


{ue theirSearch and we ſhould at this Day, 
as every one knows our Country affords 
not Wood to anſwer the End of Coals, 
have been reduced to the Neceſlity of 


Importing from our more northern 


Neighbours. Indeed, they could not 
have ſtruggled with the fame Difficul- 
ties, as they wanted the Experience 
which two Hundred Years have given 
us, and were not Maſters of the Sums 
requiſite to make Head againſt the nu- 
merous Impediments, which are found 


in deſcending eighty or ninety Fathoms, 


to come at the Coal: Which is now, 


in many Pits, the Caſe of the pre- 


ſent Adventurers. Nay, many Gen- 


tlemen, who have very good Mines 


in their Eſtates, and want not Mo- 
ney to work them, are at this Day 
too greatly diſcouraged, by theſe Diffi- 
culties, Uncertainties, and a certain 


great Expence, to expend any Money 


in having them opened; and I queſtion 


not, if there were a compulſive Law to 


worl, 
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work, or loſe theſe Mines, they would 


rather conſent to give them up, than 
to hazard their Fortunes, having, beiore 


their Eyes, the Example of many Gen- 
tlemen and their Families ruined (to my 
Knowledge) by endeavouring their 


_ own, and the Advantage of the Publick ; 


of which Number I myſelf may very 
juſtly in a great Meaſure be accounted ; 
to which Misfortune the local Duties 


have not a little contributed, as they 


prevent the Conſumption, by enhanc- 
ing the Price of Coal; and this Back- 
wardneſs, or rather Averſion, to the 


Trailing Coals, is a Fact fo very well 


known, that had there not been found 
four or five Gentlemen of Wealth and 
Spirit, who were very unjuſtly clamour'd 
againſt, I may venture to fay, that at 
this Time Coals would have been at 
five Pound a Chaldron in the Pool; and 
we may attribute their Courage in 


launching out large Sums (in a great 


Meaſure) to their e, e hav- 


ing conſiderable Intereſts in the 


Mines, which devolved to "En and 
5 to 
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to their not being ſo thoroughly ac- 


quainted with the many Difficulties, Sc. 
and how ſmall a Profit would redound 


from the vaſt Sums they employ'd in 
the Collieries, and the Coal-Navigation, 


as they have ſince been by a dear- 


bought Experience. 


It is almoſt impoſſible for Men, © un- 
acquainted with the working of Col- 


lieries to conceive the Expence occaſion'd 


by the above Difficulties, not to men- 
tion the ſinking the Pits, as the draining 
the Waters, and the cutting through 
the already mention'd Dykes, which are 
Beds of Stone lying obliquely and in- 
tercepting the Vein; theſe the Miners 
are obliged to cut through for 1, nay 2 
or 300 Yards, uncertain, after all, of 
recovering the Vein; which, if 5 
upward towards the Surface of the 
Earth, gives but little Hopes of being 


of long Duration; and theſe Dykes» 
which cauſe ſo much Labour and great 
Expence, are fo frequent that, in two 


or three Miles working, they may ſome- 
times meet with five or ſix of them 


5 of 
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of different Thickneſs. The gaining of 


ſome particular Collieries, amounts 


from 10, ooo to 30,000 Ib. And, after 
this, there are certain annual contingent 
Charges, viz. Way-leave, Rents, Ste- 
wards or Viewers, &c. which amount 


from 1000 to 2009 lb. a Year, and to 


more in tome Colli-rtes, and muſt be 
be paid, whether the Quanity of Coals 


fold is more or leſs. Atter the Difhcul- 


tics and Expence mention'd to raiſe the 
Coal, the Proprietors have many o- 
thers to encounter, which I {hall take 
Norice of 1a the Sequel, and now come 
to the great Hazard they rua of having 


even their Franchpal or any Part of it 


reimburs'd. | 
The Hazards 4 being. drow:d out 


of rhcir Pits by the Subterranean Wa- 


ters, and of loſing and not again re- 
trieving the Vein, are obvious; bur, after 


the Coal is rais'd, and brought to the 


Wharfs for Shipping, they run no 
{inall Riſque with the Hoaſtmen, or Fit- 
ters, whom we may not improperly call 
the Proprietors Factors, or Agents, as 


they 


111 
they drive the bargain between the 
Maſters of the Ships and Proprietor 3 
bur not :eldom go off with the Money 
belonging to the latter. Yet cannot | 
they be tax'd with Extravagance or 
Diſhoneſty ; for they run out their 
Money in purchaſing Shares in Ship— 
ping, that they may be able to pro- 
mote the Sale of the Proprietor's Coal, 
they are concern'd for; hazarding their 
Fortunes thus, in the Cohior-Naviga- 
tion, frequently ruins many of them, 
and Families. Nay, to promote the 
Sale of their Coal, the Proprietors are 
obliged to become Part-owners in Ship- 
ping, which ſeldom or never make 
7 any return for the Money lain out for 
* theſe Shares; I do not mention the Dan- 
ger of the Seas, becauſe that is in com- 
mon with all who trade on that fickle 
Element. Shipping in this Trade was 
formerly own'd by Country Gentlemen, 
Merchants and Tradeſmen, who not 
FF finding their Advantage let drop their 
3 Shares, or parted with their Properties, 
which have been purchas a by, and are 
1 3 in 
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in the Hands of the Maſters, who have 
taken theſe Shares that they may have 
Bread, by being continued in Employ- 
ment; and theſe have brought in Ow- 
ners of Collteries, to take Parts in the 
Ships, by purchaſing Coal of ſuch pre. 
terably to any other. 

Theſe, whom we call Ship-owners, 
are alſo, as well as the Coal Proprietors, 
in a very comtortable Situarion ; for 


theſe Ships which are employ'd in Great 
Britain, make, ſome of them, no re- 


turn for Intereſt of the disburs'd Money, 
when Wear, Tear, &c. 1s deducted, 


and ſome not above 2 or 3 fer Cent. after 


the Hazard of eight or ten Voyages in 


a Year. But put it at an Average at 


the higheſt, three /er Cent. what Body 


of Merchants or Men wou'd, in ſo haz- 
ardous a Voyage, venture, as theſeShip- 
owners do, one Million five hundred 
thouſand Pounds, with the View of 


ſo ſmall and uncertain a Return; and 
which, if lain by, will not do more 


than ſubſtitute new for the worn out 


Ships? I may be allowed to ſpeak a 
little 


* / 
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little 'cotifidently on this Head, as 1 
have ſuffer'd in this particular Article 


the loſs of more than 20,000 |. It 


might poſſibly be queſtion'd whether 


theſe Ship-owners, who are not Maſ- 


ters, are in their right Senſes, had I not 
given a Reaſon above, which compells 
them to take Shares in the Ships, as 


the leſs Evil of two: For 'tis better to 


ſuffer ſome Loſs by being a Part-owner 
of the Bottoms, than want a Market 
for their Coal; which, when raiſed, if 
it lies any Time {for want of Purchaſers) 
expos'd to the Air, its bituminous 


Quality is carry*d off, it grows Slaty, 


and is of little Value. 
From what I have already ſaid, 
which every one, who is acquainted 


with - Collieries, muſt know is but an 
Epitome of what I might juftly ad- 


vance, naturally flows the Danger I 
have lain down, viz. that of our loſ- 
ing the Advantage of the Sea-coal 
Trade, or of ſeeing great Numbers of the 
laborious and induſtrious Poor deprived 


of, or receive little Comfort from it, 


by 
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by the exorbitant Price it muſt riſe to, 
it the local Duties (fo unequal, as to be 
thrown upon one third only of the 
Britiſh Subjects) are continued: For 
they are Duties which ſo greatly cramp 
the Trade, that I may ſafely aver, one 


third more Coal might immediately be 
brought to Market, which wou'd bring 
th. preſent Price of Coal (if the Duties 


were taken off) to 14 or 15 Shillings per 
Chaldron in the Pool. This, I ſhall 


prove in the Sequel, is the Iatereſt of 
the Government to do, as the removal of 


this Tax will give Life to the Woollen, 
Linen, and Iron Manutactures, not to 


mention others, and Branches of Com- 
merce, and render all other Taxes leſs 


burthenſome, unt | the Exigencies of 
the Government yieid farther Eaſe and 


Relief to the Community. The Dif- 5 


ficulties I have lain down, one wou'd 
think enough to diſcourage any NMlan 
from riſquing his Fortune, eſpecially 


when we farther conſider that they who 


venture to ſcarchthe Bowels of the Earth, 


muſt take the whole Hazard of the 
Succeſs 


1 

Succeſs upon themſ-1ves. Nobody will 
inſure what they riſque; in which the 
Merchant- Adventurer has greatly the 
Advantage: For if his Shipand Goods are 
loft, his Fortune is faie, by Inivrarce, 
and he loſes only the Inſurance Money 
and about 15 per Cent. The Ship- 
owners may inſure; but their Profit is fo 
little, they cannot afford it. I ſpæak 
from my own Knowledge, when I ſay 
that the Spirits of che Maſters of Col- 
lieries and the Ship-owners are greatly 
ſunk by theſe Difficulties, and, atter all, 


the Uncertainty of even common In- 


tereſt for the Money they disburſe. For 


the Profit muſt ariſe from the great 


Conſumption, and 'tis the Hope of this, 
has made the Coal and Ship-owners, 


ſink the Price of Coal to the Price 
it now 15; which, however, will not force 


a Trade while the local Duties con- 
tinue. But it may be ask'd how the Tax, 


which is but inconſiderable, when com- 
pared with other Charges, can have fo 


fatal an Effect as to diſcourage the above 


Owners from continuing a Trade ſo abſo- 


lutely 


| 
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lutely neceſſary to the Public? I an- 
ſwer, that the Tax itſelf is productive 
of an Evil which few, if any, conſider ; 
tho' every Commodity, that is tax'd, 
produces the ſame, it is a handle to 
enhance the Price. So as we may not 
improperly fay, to loadit with a ſe- 
cond or additional Tax, and conſe- 
quently prevents the Conſumption ; 
for *tis evidently the Cheapneſs of a 


Commodity which carries off the large 


Quaniries of it. How many poor Fami- 
lics here in London, not to ſpeak of the 


LIaland Poor furniſh'd, from London, 


with Sea-coal, if they can any Way 
purchaſe it, now make a Shift with 
little or no Firing, burn Bones, to eek 
out the {mall Parcel of Coal they are 
able to purchaſe, gather, in the Streets, 
Peaſe-cods, and Bean-ſhells in the Sum- 
mer, which they lay by and burn in the 
Winter, mix'd with an handful or two 
of Coals, who «0.2d, were this ſecond 


Tax (which muſt fall with the King's) 


taken off, paſs the Winter much more 


comfortably ; ; as this alone wou'd en- 
able 
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able the Coal-owners to raiſe more 
Coal, for it wou'd encreaſe the Con- 
ſumption by lowering the Price in 
proportion to the Burthen, removed, 
of the King's Tax and the enhanced 
price or additional Tax. If the King's 
Tax is continued, the other will never 
drop; the preſent Conſumption will 
never be ſufficient to raiſe the already 
ſunk Spirits of the Proprietors both 
of Pits and Ships, who will, from 
Neceſſity, be oblig*d to throw them up: 
And, if this is the Caſe, I believe none 
will be found of ſo public a Spirit as to 
ruine his private Fortune for the public 
Good, by ſucceeding them; and then, 
not to mention the great Mistortune of 
wanting Fuel, we ſhall loſe our only 
Nurſery for eamen, without we aſſert 

our own Fiſhery, which, I believe, we 
Thall hardly venture to do, as we muſt 
infallibly, by ſuch a Step, draw upon us 
the Indignation of our good Friends 
the Dutch, who begin to look upon it, 
in great Meaſure, their Right, tho' as 
yet not an excluſive one. = 
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| have faid, Be Coal and Ship. Adver- 
turers have endeavonr'd to raiſe the 
Conſumption by ſelling for little or no 
Profit, and not only theſe, who are 
at the Head of the Trade, but thoſe. 
employ'd by and under them, contri- 
bute to their utmoſt to keep it up, 
under all the preſent Difficulties, by 


working for meer Bread. I ſhall give an 


Inſtance or two out of many. A Man 


and Horſe convey about three Tonns of 
Coal, ſeven or eight Miles by Land, 


for two Shillings or half a Crown. 
Now the fame weight wou'd not be 
Convey'd by Land Carriage, the ſame 


Space, for four or fix Times the Money 


near London, or in almoſt any Part of 
the Kingdom. The Ships bring the 
Coal to London, and carry it to o- 
ther Sea-ports of the Kingdom for 
three Shillings a Tonn, frequently for 
leſs: And no other Coaſters will tranſport 


Goods at leſs Freight than 8 Shillings fer 
Tonn; and many Sorts of Goods pay 15 


Shillings for a ſhorter Diftance. Tw] ·oQ 
ſufficient Proofs of the Induſtry, public 
Spirit 
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Spirit and Moderation of theſe: Coal 
and Ship-Adventurers, who wou'd be 
content with one half of the enhanced 
Price or ſecond Tax made under 


Colour of the King's Tax. To ſet 


this Moderation of the Coal-mine and 
Ship-owners, and others concern'd in 
that Trade, and the Danger & their 
throwing it up, in a fair Light, T muſt 


deſire my Reader to reflect on the 


Price of Coals in the Pool, and on the 


Hand- labour, the Hazards, the Difficul- 


ties and Expence, in ſinking Pits, to 


even ninety Fathoms: Some Collieries 
having 4 or 5 Fire-Engines to drain the 


Water, in the cutting through Dykes, 
in the carrying the Coal in Land- carriage 


and by Water to the Shipping, and tran- 


ſporting it to Market: Moſt of which 
is Labour of the Hand, and requires 
Men of Strength, in the flower of their 
Age ; who muſt be well ſupported, 
to be able to undergo the fatigue of 


the moſt ſlaviſn Labour, worſe than 


that of Plantation Negroes. I ſay, when 
they conſider this, and the Price in 
B33 the 
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the Pool, they will be convinced, that 


neither the Pit nor Ship-owners can 


poſſibly make near the Intereſt of the 


Money they disburſe, tho' the Capital 


is in fuch Danger as to be entirely 


ſunk: And, from this Cor:fideration» 


we may juſtly apprehend that a Num- 
ber of theſe Adventurers, either from 
a prudent Tenderneſs tor their Families, 
or through Inability, will be obliged 
to throw up their Works, and the 
Maſters declining the Adventure in 
Ships: But what more ſtrongly gives 
us Reaſon to apprehend ſuch a public 
Mistorrune, is, that the poor Work- 
men, the Trade being cramp'd by 
the King's and the ſecond Tax wou'd 
not have halt Employment, if the 
Coal-owners, to prevent the ſtarv- 
ing of theſe poor induſtrious People, 
to Keep their Pits open, and to find 
Money for the annual contingent 
Charges, did not raiſe Coal to an- 
wer cheſe Ends of Wages, &c. and 
theſe annual Quantities which they are 

COlll- 


5 
Ye 
25 
oF; 


L211 | 
compelled to raiſe, For the Coals wou'd, 
by the Air, be ſpoilt for Sale, great- 
ly exceeding the demand at Market, 


cauies a ſtruggle for the Vent: And 


obliges one to under fell another; 


the Conſequence of which is, that the 


weakeſt, who cannot bear to work 
their Pits at a Loſs, muſt be ruined, in 
Time, and the Men of weighty purſes 
who can, will, by their Ruin, have 


an Opportunity to make up their 
Prior-loſſes, by the {mall Number of 
Pits going; and then, may they not 


let their own Price on their Coal, or 


refuſe wo: king them, and throw up 


their Works? In which Caſe, where are 
the Men, who have at once Experience, 
Fortune, and Courage to undertake 
them? That many Pits have been 


ſhut up, and many Men ruincd, is evi- 


dent, conſequently brings the Danger 
nearer to us; tor 'tis natural to believe 


that the ſame Cauſe will produce the 
fame Effect, we may expect to ſee. 
other Pits thrown up, and who are 


they, that wou'd not uſe the Means 
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(which 


1 
(which ſuch a public Misfortune put 
into their Hands) to make good 
what they had formerly loſt, as it cou'd 
no way caſt a Blemiſh on their pro- 
bity. But the Danger may be entirely 
removed; the preſent Number of Pits, 


and others, kept open, ſo great a Num- 


ber of Poor ſet to Work, the preſent 


Coal and Ship-owners gain a rea ſon- 


able Profit, ſeveral Families ſaved from 
Ruin, Sc. &c. Ge. by the removal 
of the local Duties: 

An infinite Number of induſtrious 
Families in and about London, cannot at 
preſent purchaſe Sea-coal, now that the 
beſt is at about 2 5 Shillings and Sixpence 
in the Pool; how then can they in 
Oxfordſhire, and other inland Counties, 
notwithſtanding they lie on, or near, 
the Thames, make any Proviſion of this 
Fuel for their Winter-ſervice ? The 


removal of this Tax is alone wanting 


to give Life and Vigour to the languiſh- 
ing Condition of many Manufactures, 
which pay only 5 Shillings Duty; but 
more particularly to ſuch as in and 

about 
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1 
about London, Oxon, &. pay eight Shil- 
lings, and the enhanced Price, or addi- 
tional Tax. | 

Theſe Confiderations very well merit 
the Attention of the legiſlative Power, 
and, I think, no Miniſtry can be averſe 
from taking of a Tax, which is a 
Diminution of the public Revenues, as 
I now come to demonſtrate. 

All Taxes in general, under whatever 
Denomination, produce Sums in propor- 
tion to the Conſumption of the Commo- 
dity on which they are lain; and this Con- 
ſumption, let it be of whatever Neceſ- 
faries of Lite, 1s made by middling and 
the laborious Part of the Nation, which, 
we may ſuppoſe, are about four Fifths 
of the People of Great Britain. Now 
Whatever Buſineſs, Trade or Manufac- 

ture, employs the moſt Hands, and the 
greater Number of Shipping, evidently 
brings into the Exchequer the moſt 
Money by the Conſumption it cauſes, 
and 15 of the greateſt Service to the Pub- 
lic in training up Mariners. And this 
will be found to be the Coal-Trade; 


when 
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when once it can be admitted to have a 


free Circulation, I mean, when it is not 


clogg'd with a Tax from the Govern- 
ment, and a ſecond impos'd : I believe, 
none will deny this Aﬀertion, who 
knows, as the Truth 1s, that even now, 


under the Inconveniencies inention'd, this 


Trade employs Six Hundred Thouſand 
labouring Perſons, by Land and Sea, and 


about fi:teen Hundred Sail of Ships: 


Several Hudreds of which are of large 
Burthen, ſtrong, and able as any em- 
ploy'd by Merchants in the European 
Trade; except the Dutch, who, I have 
been credibly inform'd, employ a like 
Number of large Ships, to export the 
Fiſh they take on our Coaſts. This is a 
much greater Number than any Na- 
tion employs in tranſporting any of 
their Home Productions, or Manufac- 
tures, to any Part of the World, yet 
few of thele Ships are freighted i tor any 
other than our own Ports. 

The above Number of Hands employ- 
ed in the Coal- Trade, may, to People 
* ho have no Idea ot it, ſcem an Hyper- 

bole; 
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bole; but when 'tis known that five 
Millions of Tonn Weight of Coals are 
annually rais'd and conveyed to ſe- 


veral Parts of the Kingdom, and moſtly 
by the Labour of the Hand, it will 


more readily be credited. This great 
Number employ'd in the Coal- Trade 
makes an annual Conſumption of up- 
wards of eleven Millions Sterling; and 
this, not in Luxury, but in the Neceſ- 
faries of Life, the Production of our 


own Country or Colonies: And as their 


Labour is paid in ready Money, every 
Week, and not in Goods, as ſome La- 
bourers and Workmen are, it cauſes 
a Circulation of a large Sum of Money, 
tho' that receivꝰdq and expended, by every 
Individual is but very little. It we com- 
pare this Number with that employ'd in 
the Woollen, Linen, and Silk Manufac- 
ures, which we may compute, amounts 


to One Million Five Hundred Thou- 


ſand Perſons, we ſhall find, by the Dif- 


terence of the Wages and Labou:, that 


the Coal- Workers, Sc. conſume three 


Times what is conſum'd of our Home 
E. and 
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and Plantation Products, by the others, 


tho? Nine Hundred Thouſand Perſons 


more in Number, allowing three Hun- 
dred thirteen working Days on either 


Side: And this will not ſeem wonder- 


ful, when we conſider that a great Num- 
ber of Women and Children are em- 


ployed in the Manufactures, and that 


none but robuſt able-body'd Men are 
fit for the Coal-working, Tranſport- 


ing, Sc. who mult be ſupported with 


folid Food and ſtrong Driak to recruit 
their exhauſted Strength; whereas a 


{mall Matter ſuffices Men who lead a 


ſedentary Lite, and have little or no 
Exerciſe, as is the Caſe of thoſe em- 
ploy'd in the Loom, Cc. But this of 


Men is not the only Conſumption cauſed. 


by the Coal-Trade, which employs 
ſo great a Number of Horſes: Theſe 
contribute to the keeping up the Value 


of the Lands, and enables the Owners 


to ſupport more chearfully ihe necel- 
ſary Taxes: Beſides, what a Benefit 
accrues to the Nation by this Trade 
em- 
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employing twenty Thouſand Mariners, 
who are a ſupply tor the Government 
on any Emergency, and fiftcen Hundred 
Sail of Ships a great Number of which 
are fit for Tranſport, or Store-Ships ? 
By what is premis'd, I think it evident 
that the Coal-Trade is of greater Ser- 
vice, and will be, to the Pubiic than 
any one Branch whatever of Commerce 
to Great- Britain, conſequently, from 
its great Importance, merits the greateſt 
Indulgence and Encouragement, and 
ought to be tree'd from all Obſtacles 
which may cramp and hinder its being 
extended; but more eſpecially, if fuch 
Impediments can be remov'd with Ad- 
vantage to the publick Revenucs. 

As to the Trade being cramp'd by 
the local Duties, and in a decaying Con- 
dition, may be made evident from what 
the Government has formerly receiv'd, 
and now actually receives, from the 
Coal-Tax; which, if lcfs, plainly ſhews 
a Decay of the Trade. As to the re- 
moving the Tax with Advantage, is 
| E 2 will 


28 
will evidently appear, when we con- 
ſider that che Cheapneſs of Coal will 
i:crcafe, in few Years, the Conſump- 


tion co double what it is: And this Con- 
funption will oblige the employing 


of fo great a Number of Hands, many 
o which are now a Load to their re- 
ſp. tive Pariſhes, and will, by the Re- 
rival of this Tax, be of uſe to their 
Country, and, by the Conſumption 
they will caute, when their Labour 
will enable them, in ſuch Articles as are 
tax'd, v/2. in Malt Liquors, Spirits, To. 
bacco, Sugar, Soap, Candles, &c. which 
their Want of Employ will nor now al- 
low them, will bring in conſiderable 
more than the Government now reetves 
by the Coal-Tax; which 1s certain- 


Iy 7/l-judged, it am right in my Calcula- 


tion, that the Coal- T rade, would, by 


the great Conſumption which muſt 


folly the raking off the Tax, em- 


ploy about two Hundred Thoutand 


Men more inſtantly than it now docs : 
Wh ch will bring into the Exchequer 
double 
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double what the preſent Coal-Tax 


pays; beſides the great Comfort to aud 


the Preſervation of, ſo great a Number 
of indutirious noorPeople, u who tor want 
of Sea-Coal, which they arc in a „an- 
ner prohibited che Uſe of, in hard 
Winters, have ſuffered great everity, 
and many of them peri{h'd by rigorous 


Cold. 


The preſent Conſumption of our 
own and Plantation Pruducts, which 
the Excije-Office and London I raders 
to Newcaſtle, Sunderland, and there- 
about, in thoſe Commodities, are no 
Strangers to, authorizes my having 
{aid that an additional Number of two 
Hundred Thouſand Men in the Coal- 
Trade, which Number can 1inmediate- 
ly be employed, will make an Amount 
of double the Money rais'd by the 
Tax on Coal, conſequently the Go- 
vernment loſes about two Hundred 
thirty Thouſand Pound annually, by its 
Continuance, belide preventing a greater 
Number of Mariners being rear'd; 


ö for 


2h $94 
for the Number of Ships muſt be en- 
creas'd as the Quantity of Coals rais d 
encreaſes, which will be in proportion 
to the Conſumption, and that Con- 
ſumption will be fo great as above, 
when the Price will allow the labori. 
ous Poor and others to have the full 
Advantage and Comfort of Fuel, fo 
Neceſſary to the ſupport of Life, that 
they would chuſe to be ſtinted in 
their Bread, to have a plentiful Proviſion 
of Firing, preferably to ſcanty Fuel, 
and full Bread. 

I may poſſibly hereafter give a more 
particular Account of this Trade, and be 
exact in my Calculations: Which I do 
not pretend to have been in this ſmall 
Sketch, if I am not prevented by 
ſome abler Hand; which, as I have no 
other Intereſt in view than that of my 
Country, will give me a ſingular 
Pleaſure. Indeed, I ſhould not have 
kept ſilence thus long, had I not hoped 
ſome other more proper to repreſent 


the evil Conſequences of the Coal 
Tax 
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Tax than myſelf, wou'd have had the 
public Good ſo much at Heart, as to 
have ſpared me the Labour; and I can 
attribute the Silence of many able Men, 
and ſincere Lovers of their Country, to 
no other Cauſe but their not being 
well acquainted with the Nature, the 
Advantages, the Expence, Labour, 
and Hazards of the Coal Trade, and 
the fatal Conſequences mult attend it's 
Decay : Which can no other Ways be 
prevented than by its being exonerated 
from the local Duties; but how can 


the Perſons concern'd, in this Trade, 
who have great Fortunes employ'd in 


it, who ſuffer by our Superiors not be- 


ing made acquainted with the Grie- 


vances I have mention'd; excuſe them- 
ſelves from a Charge of great Indo- 
lence, both with regard to the Intereſt 
of their Families, and to that of the Pub- 
lic; tor tho? every individual muſt receive 
Benefit from a general Good, yet, in 
this Calc, the Pit, and Ship-owners, will 
have the more immediate and ſenſible 


Ad- 


Advantage. Let them not excuſe 
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themſelves, by anſwering, as ſom , 


that Writing is not their Talent; for 


if that was anallowable Plea, I had as juſt 


Reafon to decline the Task; but, as 


Fruth wants no Embelliſhment, and 


Matters of Fact require no Art to re- 
late, I thought a longer For bearance 
wou'd render me as inexcuſable as 
any : Since, I believe, none have a more 


thorough Knowledge of the Coal-trade, 


from the Vein to the Market; few 


have launch'd out more Money in lat 


and the Coal- naviga ion, of iufter'd 
greater Loſſes; ſucli as I dechive men- 
tioning, as they mult ſeem incredible; 
and few, if there be any, have tak en the 


Pains I have, in attaining my Ku' w- 
ledge: As I may modeſtly fay, my En- 
quiries have made me ride at my own 
great Expence more than 12,000 


Miles. 5 
Tf this Advertiſement, for *ris not of 


a Length tO Mer! any oth r Title, 


ſhou'd have che ha ppy Succe « to rouſe 
our 
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dur Coal-ſhip-owners, and all Manufa- 


curers and others whom this unequal 
burthen of the Tax lies moſt heavy, 
to a more ample Repreſentation of their 
Sufferings, and the public Damage, 
which attends the Continuance of the 
Coal-tax; and, I am fure, it is their In- 
tereſt in particular, as their Fortunes 
or great Intereſts are at Stake, to unite 
and lay them before the Parliament; 
and if, by ſuch means, the Evil is re- 
dreſſed, as I flatter myſelf, it will. 
when thoroughly underftood, I ſhall 
be ſenſible of the greatelt Satisfaction, 
in having contributed ro fo maniteſt 
an Advantage to my Country; ſo in- 
mediate a Relief to ſo great a Number 
of Manufacturers, to the comforta bie 
living of more than 500,000 Poor : 

duſtrious and laborious Britiſe Subjects 
in the Winter and cold Scafons ; and 


to the preventing many of them from 


periſhing, or being render'd unſit fer 
Labour, conſequently i 10a pable of Tots 
ting their Ry cad, 5 the ſeverity of cold 
Wikies What encourages me to hope 


this is, the Poor being ſo often graciouſly 
recommended to the legiſlative Power 
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from the Throne both by his late and pre- 
ſent Majeſty, that care might be taken 
for their Relief, and they might not, 
in raiſing neceſſary Supplies, be ſenſible 
of any oppreſſive Burthen. 
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